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• The Village of Solomon is a displaced community that 
was forced out of their village site due to the shutdown 
of the BIA schoolhouse in 1956. The last inhabitant 
relocated in 2004. 

• There are 151 tribally enrolled members that makeup the 
tribal community. 

• Feeling united and gathering together as a tribe is 
something we really focus on as we all reside outside of 
Solomon. 

• We are widespread throughout Alaska and the lower 48.
• We are governed by a 7 member Traditional Council
• We heavily rely on grant funding as a small and needy 

tribe
• We host an annual Francis Wright youth and elder camp 

for 5 days in Solomon at our old BIA schoolhouse each 
August, funded solely on grants to fly in our members 
outside of Nome.  



The Village of Solomon has been managing an Environmental Dept. building capacity within their 
IGAP grants from 2013. 
As a community that is so spread out, providing outreach to serve the community as a whole, 
equally and consistently – educating and reaching all membership has been a HUGE priority for the 
Environmental department.

I took this position in August 2014. Since then, I had to research, get creative, use my imagination 
and focus on how to get all membership engaged somehow…. The following slides will highlight 
ways I served the community.









Recycling pickups 
locally
Submit your 
recycling photos 
at home(non-local)



Providing Recycling 
bins,
Brochures w/info, 
bags and 
A can crusher to all 





Environmental Education at youth camp! 









DIY CHAPSTICK

AND DISH SOAP

Gave out ingredients as prizes and demonstrated how to make them! 









































































































When I began working as the Environmental Coordinator, I had no experience in 
regard to the environmental field of work. I was working as the Grant Writer for 
2 years and was asked to apply for the Environmental Coordinator position. I 
just had my first baby and was not sure if I could do it.

My first year, I got familiar and learned as much as I could about EPA and specifically IGAP. 

How IGAP would serve VOS. And then my next biggest concern, was – how do I serve my 

tribe that is in alignment with EPA, this IGAP program, the VOS environmental goals…….. 

We don’t live there, how do we move forward?

So, I REALLY had to get to know my tribal members and learn in which ways could 

I engage them – to where their knowledge is expanding in these areas, how to 

encourage them, how to access them on a regular basis, how to get them to 

change their habits, lifestyles, think twice about 

pollution/energy/conservation/VOS/toxic chemicals…… Over the next 6 years, it’s 

just a part of VOS now. The environmental education is expected, has standards, 

very active membership and community goals are being accomplished. 



Youtube Channel

Environmental VOS FB page




